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Atlantic City Library To Develop Special ‘Teen Space’ =
The Atlantic City Free Public Library was selected to receive - -~ -~
$40,000 in funding to create a special Teen Space as part of “Thowt the ~Lutber
the South Jersey Regional Library Cooperative’s A+ Teen
Space Demonstration Project. ATLANTIC CITY
FREE PUBLIC
The library has begun work on the Teen Space, which is expected to LIBRARY
open to the public in September 2009. o
Atlantic City Free
“We are excited to have this opportunity to expand services for Public Library

members can visit

the library’s Web
site — www.acfpl.org — to use its
Gale Virtual Reference Library, a
collection of nearly 1,000
electronic reference books.

teens in Atlantic City,” Atlantic City Free Public Library Director
Maureen Sherr Frank said. “We are looking forward to developing a
special area with new technology and educational resources in the
Main Library to encourage learning, exploration and creativity.”

The 985-square-foot Teen Space, which was designed by Shaina

Horton, will be located on the second floor of the Main Library. View all articles by Atlantic City

. o Free Public Librar
There will be a casual, teen-only area for teens to gather, and it will ublie H Y

include work stations, modern lounge furniture, space to hold
meetings and special programs, a large screen television, video
gaming area, computers and CD listening station.

Another section will be designed for teens to read, study, use a computer and do homework or research. The
library’s teen collection of books, magazines, movies, games and music will be located here — and parents,
teachers and others will have access to this area to utilize those resources.

“Teens can’t be asked to wait, especially in tough financial times, for a fun, free and safe space with access to
new and creative technology, room to collaborate, and the kinds of things they want to read,” according to
Karen Hyman, Director of the South Jersey Regional Library Cooperative.

The Teen Space will have a vibrant, colorful and modern look. One of the most visually dramatic aspects of
the space will be a large mural designed by graffiti artist Stephen Gibson, who will seek teen input and
participation in creating a design. There will also be a wall for a teen art gallery.

The SJRLC’s public library members were invited to submit proposals for this project. The SIRLC will give
$40,000 in funding, including $10,000 of a special grant for its A+ Project from the New Jersey State Library.
The Atlantic City Library will provide a match of $35,000, bringing the total devoted to this project to
$75,000.

The A+ Teen Space Project is funded by the Atlantic City Free Public Library, a service of the City of Atlantic

City, the South Jersey Regional Library Cooperative and the New Jersey State Library, which is responsible
for the coordination, promotion and funding of the New Jersey Library Network.
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This graffiti art mural, featuring o manga character and fhe word imagine, will be one of the
visual highlights of the Teen Space. Allantic City teens began painting this graffiti art mural in Aprl under
the direction of graffili arlist Stephen Gibson. The white space on the manga character's hands
shows where a teen art gallery will be featured.
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For more .inﬁrmarion,

please call (609) 345-2269,
ext. 3052.

ATIANTIC CITY FREE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Hours and Locations

The Main Library of the At
lantic City Free Public Library
is located near City Hall on
Atlantic Avenue. The Richmond)
Branch is located on the ground
floor of the Richmond Avenue
Schoal. The Alfred M. Heston
Collection is located within the
Main Library.

* Main Library address
and howrs:

1 North Tennessee Avenue
Atlantic Ciry, Nj 08401
(609) 345-2269
Monday-Wednesday,

10 AM - 8 PM
Thurs.-Sat., 9 AM - 5 PM
Sunday, 12 - 5 PM

* Richmond Branch

address and hours:

Richmond Avenue School

Ventnor and Windsor Avenues

Atlantic Ciry, Nj 08401

(609) 347-1902

| Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
9AM - 12 PM e] PM - 4 PM

Closed Tuesday, Thursday,

Saturday ¢ Sunday

www.acfpl.org
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