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Audiobook Download Service Expands to
Cardholders of 28 South Jersey Libraries
Gibbsboro, New Jersey, March 23, 2009. If time is the new money, then commuters, students, and customers of 28 South Jersey libraries are a wealthy bunch. The South Jersey Regional Library Cooperative (SJRLC), a state-funded regional library network, is now partnering with 28 South Jersey libraries to deliver free audiobook downloads.  The service began in 2006 with 15 partner libraries.  A complete list of participating libraries is available at: http://sjrlc.lib.overdrive.com/Libraries.htm 
Cardholders from participating libraries can download audiobooks anytime, from anywhere in the world by visiting: http://sjrlc.lib.overdrive.com. There are more than 2600 available titles, all which are compatible with many WMA/MP3 audio devices, Pocket PCs, laptops and PCs.  Additionally, over 500 titles (and growing) are now compatible with the IPOD.  Many titles may also be burned to CD and used in car stereos and regular CD players. The technology was provided by Digital Library Reserve, Inc, based in Cleveland, OH. 
The digital collection includes thousands of popular fiction titles from authors like Stephanie Meyer (Twilight series), James, Patterson, Michael Crichton, Nora Roberts, Clive Cussler, Kate Wilhelm, and Elmore Leonard.  Nonfiction titles covering business, self-improvement, job interviews, biography and more are also available. 
“People can catch up on a New York Times bestseller, learn a new language or improve their public speaking skills, all on their way to work,” says Karen Hyman, SJRLC Executive Director.  “We feel the library has an important role to play in providing information and entertainment wherever people may be.  Cooperative management and funding make it possible for even smaller libraries to participate, and we're pleased that we've continued to add more libraries in each of the  to the project each year.”
To check out materials, cardholders from home or office can browse the collection, choose a title, and then enter a valid library card number to download the digital book.  Certain select titles are always available; for others, users can place a hold and will receive email notification when the title is in. After 14 days, audiobooks are automatically returned to the system and available to others.  Users can have up to eight titles checked out at one time.
The South Jersey Regional Library Cooperative is a consortium that includes over 600 academic, institutional, public, school, and special libraries in Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem Counties. SJRLC services are funded by dollars appropriated by the New Jersey Legislature for the New Jersey Library Network and administered by the New Jersey State Library, an affiliate of Thomas Edison State College.
